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Guadeloupe, we should instantly be blockaded on Morne Fortun6. I have been in constant motion since I left the Morne, and, had I been fortunate, must have totally routed and dispersed the brigands. One detachment failed in surprising a considerable number in the Sorciere from a musket going off accidentally. The people were, however, dispersed, twenty or thirty killed, and the camp burned. A body of brigands attacked and carried a post which I had at Anglers plantation. Eight soldiers were killed and wounded. The officer commanding at Choiseul, though he heard the firing, did not move to support the post, and Major Wilson allowed the brigands to remain at it for thirty-six hours unmolested. Two other detachments, which I had directed to move that way, marched at 4 P.M. instead of 4 A.M. Had the one set obeyed my orders, or the other been commonly intelligent, the brigands who carried the post at Anglers must have been destroyed. It is in vain to be angry. I have ordered the negroes' houses in the wood and on the heights to be burned, and the ground provisions to be destroyed. If this is carried out effectually the brigands cannot remain in the interior. I am waiting for intelligence to attack them.
Their attachment and fidelity to the cause is great; they go to death with indifference. One man the other day denied, and persevered in doing so, that he had ever been with them or knew anything of them. The instant before he was shot he called out " Vive la r^publique." The actions they commit are shocking; they murder in the most cruel manner even women and children. This I attribute to the people, black and white, who have hitherto directed them. These have been vagabonds from France, of the Robespierre faction, or blacks and men of colour devoid of principle, but with, a little education, and some more cunning than the rest. These people have led them to commit every excess, and have succeeded in making them perfectly savage; but the blacks have naturally many good qualities. The cause in which they fight is praiseworthy did they not disgrace it by acts which are a shame to human nature. These acts make us feel less remorse in ordering them to be put to death. I